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TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: LOS: UK DRAFT ARTICLES ON TERRITORIAL 
SEA, STRAITS. AND RELATED MATTERS 
US EMBASSY LONDON INFORMED US BY PHONE THAT UK IS 
NOW PREPARED TO DELAY TABLING ITS DRAFT ARTICLES 
ON THIS SUBJECT UNTIL FEBRUARY 8 IN ORDER TO ALLOW 
TIME FOR CONSULTATIONS WITH US. THIS INFORMATION WAS 
CONFIRMED BY UK EMBASSY. 

2. AMBASSADOR JOHN R. STEVENSON, SPECIAL REPRESENTA- 
TIVE OF THE PRESIDENT FOR THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE, 
PHONED DIRECTLY TO SIR ROGER JACKLING, THE UK REPRE- 
SENTATIVE FOR THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE.STEVENSON 
REACHED JACKLING IN BONN WHERE JACKLING IS CONFERRING 
ON THE DRAFT ARTICLES WITH THE GERMANS AND OTHERS. 
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STEVENSON STATED THAT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS 
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FOR US IN THE BRITISH DRAFT BOTH FROM THE STANDPOINT 
OF SUBSTANCE AND TACTICS, AND POINTED TO RISK THAT, IF 
UK WENT AHEAD ON ITS OWN WITH ITS PRESENT DRAFT, THAT 
OTHERS WOULD BE ABLE TO USE TO THEIR ADVANTAGE DIFF- 
ERENCES AMONG VARIOUS STRAITS PROPOSALS. AT THE SAME 
TIME, US UNDERSTOOD BRITISH EFFORT IN TRYING TO MEET 
SOME OF THE CONCERNS WHICH HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED IN THIS 
AREA BY THE UK ARTICLES. 

3. STEVENSON STRESSED DESIRABILITY OF TRYING TO 
REACH A COMMON POSITION IN THE GROUP OF FIVE. HE 
INDICATED US PLANS TO SEND A SMALL TEAM TO LONDON 
FOR CONSULTATIONS ON FEBRUARY 4. 

4. SIR ROGER JACKLING SAID ALSO IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO GET DRAFT ARTICLES OUT IN SUFFICIENT TIME SO 

THAT THEY COULD INFLUENCE PARTICIPANTS IN NAIROBI 
GROUP OF 77 MEETING (APRIL 2-L2). 

5. STEVENSON SUGGESTED THAT A GROUP OF 5 MEETING 
COULD BE HELD ON MARCH 4 OR EVEN EARLIER IF NECESSARY 
IN ORDER TO REACH AGREEMENT. 

6. SIR ROGER SAID THE UK IS ANXIOUS NOT TO BREAK 
RANKS, BUT THERE MAY BE SOME ADVANTAGE TO UK PUTTING 
IN ITS DRAFT VERY SOON. STEVENSON STRESSED AGAIN 

THE DESIRABILITY OF A JOINT PRODUCT. 

7. SIR ROGER CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT HE WOULD 
NOT DO ANYTHING WITH REGARD TO SUBMISSION OF 
ARTICLES UNTIL AFTER THE CONSULTATIONS WITH THE US 
TEAM AND EVEN THEN HE WOULD NOT ACT UNTIL HE HAD 
DISCUSSED THE MATTER AGAIN WITH AMBASSADOR 
STEVENSON. 

ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY LONDON IS REQUESTED TO 
INFORM FOREIGN OFFICE OF ABOVE STFVENSON/.T ACKT TNG 
CONVERSATION. PARTICULARLY OF OUR INTENTION TO 
SEND SMALL TEAM TO LONDON FOR CONSULTATIONS ON 
FEBRUARY 4. HOTEL RESERVATIONS REQUESTED FOR 
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JOHN NORTON MOORE, CHAIRMAN, THE NSC INTERAGENCY 
TASK FORCE ON THE LAW OF THE SEA AND DEPUTY SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PRESIDENT FOR THE LOS CONFERENCE, 
WHO WILL HEAD THE DELEGATION, AND THREE ADDITIONAL 
PERSONS FOR NIGHTS OF FEBRUARY 3 AND 4. KISSINGER 
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